
G
alvan

ized
 

sh
eet m

etal

18"

5” fo
r 4” p

o
st

6” fo
r 5” p

o
st

7.25” fo
r 6” p

o
st

rivet

P
re

d
ato

r G
u

ard
s

A
 p

re
d

ato
r g

u
ard

 w
ill h

e
lp

 to
 im

p
ro

ve
 th

e
 ch

an
ce

o
f a su

cce
ssfu

l h
atch

 b
y p

re
ve

n
tin

g
 e

g
g

-e
atin

g
 

racco
o

n
s fro

m
 e

n
te

rin
g

 yo
u

r n
e

st b
o

x.A
ll b

o
xe

s

sh
o

u
ld

 in
clu

d
e

 P
re

d
a

to
r G

u
a

rd
s!

G
A

LV
A

N
IZ

E
D

 S
H

E
E

T
 M

E
T

A
L C

O
N

E
T

h
is is th

e m
o

st effective p
red

ato
r d

eterren
t. C

u
t a 3

6
" d

iam
eter circle o

f

sh
eet m

etal. C
u

t an
 ap

p
ro

p
riately-sized

 h
o

le in
 th

e m
id

d
le to

 acco
m

o
d

ate

p
o

le size. R
em

o
ve an

 8
"slice fro

m
 th

e circle, jo
in

 th
e ed

ges to
 fo

rm
 th

e co
n

e,

an
d

 rivet to
geth

er.

S
T

E
E

L S
H

E
E

T
 S

A
N

D
W

IC
H

3
6

”x 4
9

”sh
e

e
t o

f 2
8

-g
au

g
e

 ste
e

l

•
F

o
ld

 th
e sh

eet in
 h

alf alo
n

g th
e 4

9
" len

gth
, creatin

g a fro
n

t an
d

 a b
ack

,

each
 2

4
" w

id
e

•
A

lo
n

g o
n

e 3
6

" sid
e, m

ake a 1
" fo

ld
 tow

ard
s th

e in
sid

e cen
tre

•
D

rill tw
o

 h
o

les, 3
4

" ap
art (see d

iagram
)

•
P

lace yo
u

r gu
ard

 so
 it su

rro
u

n
d

s th
e p

o
le o

r tree tru
n

k
. Slip

 th
e u

n
fo

ld
ed

sid
e u

n
d

er th
e 1

" fo
ld

.U
sin

g vice-grip
s, b

en
d

 th
e co

rn
ers in

 to
 lo

ck th
ese

p
ieces an

d
 p

reven
t th

e gu
ard

 fro
m

 o
p

en
in

g.

•
P

o
le m

o
u

n
t: b

o
lt th

e gu
ard

 in
to

 p
lace ab

o
u

t 2
" b

elow
 th

e n
est b

ox.

•
T

ree m
o

u
n

t: n
ail th

e gu
ard

 in
 p

lace—
if th

e tree is alive, ch
eck th

e gu
ard

often
 to en

su
re tree grow

th
 h

asn
’t p

op
p

ed
 th

e gu
ard

 off.

P
LA

S
T

IC
 P

IP
E

 G
U

A
R

D
M

etal o
r p

lastic p
ip

e (sto
ve p

ip
e, sew

er p
ip

e) d
rilled

 at th
e to

p
 an

d
 b

o
tto

m

an
d

 b
o

lted
 to

 th
e tree o

r p
o

le m
akes an

 effective p
red

ato
r gu

ard
. T

o
 p

reven
t

sm
all ro

d
en

ts fro
m

 craw
lin

g th
ro

u
gh

, p
lace a cru

m
p

led
 p

iece o
f ch

icken
 w

ire

b
etw

een
 th

e p
o

le an
d

 th
e gu

ard
.

T
H

IS
 IN

F
O

R
M

A
T

IO
N

 H
A

S
 B

E
E

N
 C

O
M

P
IL

E
D

 F
R

O
M

 T
H

E
 N

E
S

T
 B

O
X

 G
U

ID
E

 F
O

R
 W

A
T

E
R

F
O

W
L

 B
Y

D
U

C
K

S
 U

N
L

IM
IT

E
D

 A
N

D
 T

H
E

 C
A

N
A

D
IA

N
 W

IL
D

L
IF

E
 S

E
R

V
IC

E
, E

N
V

IR
O

N
M

E
N

T
 C

A
N

A
D

A
; A

N
D

 A

C
O

N
S

E
R

V
A

T
O

R
 A

R
T

IC
L

E
 B

Y
 M

E
A

R
L

 R
O

O
N

E
Y

 (V
O

L
.1

9
,N

O
.3

).

G
A

LV
A

N
IZ

E
D

SH
E

E
T

 M
E

T
A

L
C

O
N

E

ST
E

E
L SH

E
E

T
SA

N
D

W
IC

H

P
LA

ST
IC

 P
IP

E
G

U
A

R
D

C
ED

A
R

 IS ID
EA

L
C

ed
ar lu

m
b

er is reco
m

m
en

d
ed

 b
ecau

se it

is n
atu

rally resistan
t to

 w
eath

er an
d

in
sects. Y

o
u

 can
 also

 u
se o

th
er lu

m
b

er

su
ch

 as p
in

e o
r p

lyw
o

o
d

. B
oxes m

ad
e o

f

p
lastic o

r m
etal are n

o
t p

referred
. A

vo
id

treated
 lu

m
b

er. T
h

e b
ox p

ictu
red

u
ses1

0
.5

8
 lin

ear feet o
f 1

” x 1
0

” (3
/4

”

th
ick b

y 9
 1

/4
” w

id
e) lu

m
b

er th
at is

ro
u

gh
 o

n
 o

n
e sid

e (fo
r th

e in
sid

e o
f th

e

b
ox).

FIN
ISH

IN
G

 TO
U

C
H

ES
D

u
ck

s U
n

lim
ited

 d
o

es n
o

t reco
m

m
en

d

ap
p

lyin
g a fin

ish
 to

 ced
ar b

oxes. A
 fin

ish

m
igh

t h
elp

 to
 exten

d
 th

e life o
f a p

ly-

w
o

o
d

 b
ox.

If yo
u

 d
ecid

e to
 ap

p
ly a fin

ish
 to

 yo
u

r

n
est b

ox, u
se a n

o
n

toxic w
o

o
d

 p
reserver

o
r a ligh

t sh
ad

e o
f an

 earth
-to

n
e p

ain
t.

T
h

e d
u

ck
s w

ill fin
d

 yo
u

r b
ox b

y seein
g

th
e co

n
trast in

 co
lo

r cau
sed

 b
y th

e en
try

h
o

le. D
o

 n
o

t ap
p

ly fin
ish

 in
sid

e th
e b

ox.

C
avity n

estin
g d

u
ck

s d
o n

ot carry n
estin

g

m
aterials. It’s im

p
ortan

t to h
elp

 th
em

 ou
t

b
y p

lacin
g fo

u
r to

 six in
ch

es o
f w

o
o

d

sh
avin

gs in
 th

e b
o

tto
m

 o
f th

e

b
ox.Y

o
u

 can
 fin

d
 w

o
o

d

sh
avin

gs at yo
u

r lo
cal

p
et o

r farm
 su

p
p

ly

store. D
o not use

saw
dust.It can

su
ffo

cate

d
u

cklin
gs an

d

h
o

ld
s m

o
istu

re.

E
very year in

 th
e

fall, after th
e

n
estin

g seaso
n

h
as co

m
p

leted
,

o
r in

 th
e w

in
ter, clean

 o
u

t o
ld

 n
estin

g

m
aterial fro

m
 th

e b
ox an

d
 rep

lace it w
ith

a fresh
 layer o

f w
o

o
d

 sh
avin

gs. T
his

annual cleaning needs to be a part of
your long-term

 m
aintenance com

-
m

itm
ent once you place your nest

box. A
vo

id
 th

e u
rge to

 lo
o

k in
to

 th
e b

ox

d
u

rin
g sp

rin
g an

d
 su

m
m

er.

B
u

ild
 a D

u
ck

N
e

st B
o

x
W

o
o

d
 d

u
cks, b

u
ffle

h
e

ad
s, b

arro
w

’s g
o

ld
e

n
e

ye
s, co

m
m

o
n

g
o

ld
e

n
e

ye
s, h

o
o

d
e

d
 m

e
rg

an
se

rs an
d

 co
m

m
o

n

m
e

rg
an

se
rs are

 all cavity n
e

stin
g

 d
u

cks. Th
e

y b
u

ild
 n

e
sts in

ab
an

d
o

n
e

d
 w

o
o

d
p

e
cke

r h
o

le
s o

r n
atu

ral tre
e

 cavitie
s cau

se
d

 b
y

d
ise

ase, fire
 o

r lig
h

tn
in

g
. Th

e
se

 d
u

cks w
ill also

 u
se

 a co
n

stru
cte

d

n
e

stin
g

 b
o

x. H
e

re
 are

 p
lan

s fo
r a n

e
st b

o
x th

at yo
u

 can
 b

u
ild

,

in
stall an

d
 m

ain
tain

. Th
e

 d
e

sig
n

, w
h

ich
 is u

se
d

 b
y th

e
 

D
u

cks U
n

lim
ite

d
 G

re
e

n
w

in
g

 p
ro

g
ram

, m
ay e

ve
n

 attract o
th

e
r

cavity n
e

stin
g

 b
ird

s su
ch

 as ke
stre

ls, tre
e

 sw
allo

w
s, g

re
at cre

ste
d

flycatch
e

rs o
r scre

e
ch

 o
w

ls.

G
R

E
A

T
 L

A
K

E
S

/
A

T
L

A
N

T
IC

 R
E

G
IO

N
A

L
 O

F
F

IC
E

|
1

2
2

0
 E

IS
E

N
H

O
W

E
R

 P
L

A
C

E

A
N

N
 A

R
B

O
R

, M
I 4

8
1

0
8

|
T

. 7
3

4
.6

2
3

.2
0

0
0

|
F

. 7
3

4
.6

2
3

.2
0

3
5

|
W

W
W

.D
U

C
K

S
.O

R
G

C
o

n
stru

ctin
g

 an
d

 p
lacin

g
 a n

est

b
o

x is a fu
n

 p
ro

ject th
at b

rin
g

s

years o
f en

jo
ym

en
t. A

b
o

ve: th
is

p
o

le-m
o

u
n

ted
 n

est b
o

x featu
res a

co
n

ical m
etal p

red
ato

r g
u

ard
.

B
elo

w
: w

o
o

d
 d

u
ck d

rake.

N
E

S
T

 B
O

X
 M

A
IN

T
E

N
A

N
C

E
: A

 LO
N

G
-T

E
R

M
 C

O
M

M
IT

M
E

N
T

O
n

ce a cavity n
estin

g b
ird

 starts u
sin

g yo
u

r b
ox, yo

u’ll likely see

m
an

y b
ro

o
d

s raised
 o

ver th
e years.N

estin
g sites fo

r th
ese b

ird
s are

lim
ited

 in
 n

u
m

b
er.W

h
en

 th
ey fin

d
 a go

o
d

 n
estin

g site, th
ere is a

very go
o

d
 ch

an
ce th

ey’ll retu
rn

 in
 fo

llow
in

g years. W
h

en
 yo

u
 p

u
t

u
p

 a n
est b

ox yo
u

 are co
m

m
ittin

g yo
u

rself to
 m

ain
tain

in
g th

at b
ox.

F
all an

d
 w

in
ter are th

e b
est tim

es to
 rem

o
ve o

ld
 n

estin
g m

aterial,

tigh
ten

 an
y lo

o
se screw

s an
d

 m
o

u
n

ts, an
d

 ad
d

 n
ew

 w
o

o
d

 sh
avin

gs.

If yo
u

 d
o

n
’t h

ave an
y d

u
ck

s u
sin

g yo
u

r b
ox o

ver th
e su

m
m

er, d
o

n
’t

w
orry. W

aterfow
l b

io
lo

gists h
ave seen

 w
aterfow

l m
igratin

g in
 th

e

fall sco
p

e o
u

t p
o

ten
tial n

estin
g sites fo

r n
ext sp

rin
g. T

h
is to

o
 is a

go
o

d
 reaso

n
 to

 keep
 yo

u
r b

oxes in
 to

p
 co

n
d

itio
n

. Y
o

u
 n

ever kn
ow

w
h

en
 so

m
eb

o
d

y m
igh

t b
e p

op
p

in
g in

!



gn
id

ni
F

er
ud

ec
or

P
the Right Place

To
o

ls an
d

 M
aterials N

eed
ed

handsaw
 or table saw

drill and 1/2”bit
jigsaw
screw

driver
sandpaper
pencil
m

easuring tape
straight-edge
w

ood screw
s

w
ood 1 each 1 x 10 x 12’

1
.M

easu
re an

d
 cu

t yo
u

r w
o

o
d

 to
 p

ro
d

u
ce th

e

six p
ieces.N

u
m

b
er th

e p
ieces as sh

ow
n

.S
ee

m
aterial m

easu
rem

en
ts.

2
.A

ttach
 th

e b
ack (1

) to
 th

e sid
e (2

) u
sin

g fo
u

r

screw
s fasten

ed
 fro

m
 th

e b
ack o

f th
e b

ox. S
ee

exp
lo

d
ed

 view
.

3
.D

rill fi
ve 1

/2
" d

rain
age h

o
les in

to
 th

e fl
o

o
r

(3
). A

ttach
 th

e fl
o

o
r b

y fasten
in

g tw
o

 screw
s

th
ro

u
gh

 th
e b

ack an
d

 tw
o

 th
ro

u
gh

 th
e sid

e.

4
.D

raw
 th

e en
try h

o
le o

n
 th

e fro
n

t (4
) u

sin
g a

p
en

cil (4
 1

/2
" x 3

 1
/2

" o
val). D

rill a p
ilo

t h
o

le

an
d

 cu
t o

u
t th

e en
try h

o
le u

sin
g a jig saw

. S
ee

d
etailed

 view
. P

ro
p

er en
try h

o
le d

im
en

sio
n

s

are critical.

5
.S

co
re th

e in
sid

e face o
f th

e fro
n

t (4
) w

ith
 a

saw
. Th

e h
o

rizo
n

tal slo
ts w

ill p
ro

vid
e to

e-

h
o

ld
s w

h
en

 th
e d

u
cklin

gs clim
b

 o
u

t. Y
o

u
 can

also
 u

se h
ard

w
are clo

th
.

6
.A

ttach
 th

e fro
n

t (4
) u

sin
g six screw

s.

7
.R

o
u

n
d

 th
e to

p
 o

u
tsid

e ed
ge o

f th
e d

o
o

r w
ith

san
d

p
ap

er (5
). S

ee exp
lo

d
ed

 view
. F

asten
 th

e

d
o

o
r at th

e to
p

 w
ith

 o
n

e screw
 fro

m
 th

e fro
n

t

an
d

 o
n

e fro
m

 th
e b

ack
.Th

e tw
o

 screw
s fo

rm

th
e h

in
ge an

d
 allow

 th
e d

o
o

r to
 o

p
en

. P
in

 th
e

d
o

o
r sh

u
t w

ith
 a n

ail fro
m

 th
e fro

n
t o

r ad
d

 a

latch
.

8
.A

ttach
 th

e ro
o

f (6
) u

sin
g fo

u
r screw

s fro
m

th
e to

p
 an

d
 th

ree screw
s fro

m
 th

e b
ack (b

e

carefu
l n

o
t to

 screw
 in

to
 th

e d
o

o
r). Th

e b
ox

is n
ow

 read
y to

 in
stall. D

on
’t fo

rget to
 p

u
t a

4
–

6
 in

ch
 layer o

f w
o

o
d

 sh
avin

gs in
to

 th
e b

ox

fo
r n

estin
g m

aterial.

N
o

w
 th

a
t yo

u
’ve

 co
m

p
le

te
d

 co
n

stru
ctio

n
 o

f yo
u

r

n
e

st b
o

x, yo
u

 n
e

e
d

 to
 co

n
sid

e
r w

h
e

re
 to

 in
sta

ll it.

B
e

 su
re

 to
 p

lace
 th

e
 b

o
x in

 a
 lo

ca
tio

n
 th

a
t w

ill b
e

co
n

ve
n

ie
n

t fo
r m

o
n

ito
rin

g
 a

n
d

 a
n

n
u

a
l m

a
in

te
-

n
a

n
ce

.

W
H

ER
E TO

 FIN
D

 TEN
A

N
TS

T
o

 in
crease th

e ch
an

ces o
f yo

u
r n

est b
ox b

ein
g u

sed
 b

y w
aterfow

l, it sh
o

u
ld

b
e lo

cated
 in

 an
 area attractive to

 cavity n
estin

g d
u

ck
s. Y

o
u’ll see th

ese b
ird

s

u
sin

g w
o

o
d

ed
 w

etlan
d

s th
at co

n
tain

 w
ater year ro

u
n

d
 o

r, at least, th
ro

u
gh

o
u

t

th
e su

m
m

er. Y
o

u’ll also
 see th

em
 u

sin
g trees alo

n
g riverb

an
k

s an
d

 lake sh
o

re-

lin
es.

P
O

SITIO
N

IN
G

 Y
O

U
R

 N
EST B

O
X

N
est b

oxes can
 b

e m
o

u
n

ted
 o

n
 tree tru

n
k

s o
r o

n
 steel p

o
les b

esid
e th

e w
ater

o
r ab

o
ve th

e w
ater.

G
O

O
D

 P
LA

C
EM

EN
T:a d

ead
 tree at th

e w
ater’s ed

ge

B
ETTER

 P
LA

C
EM

EN
T:a so

lid
 d

ead
 tree in

 th
e w

ater

B
EST P

LA
C

EM
EN

T:b
oxes o

n
 p

o
les n

ear stan
d

in
g, fl

o
o

d
ed

, d
ead

 trees

L
ive trees can

 b
e u

sed
 fo

r m
o

u
n

tin
g b

oxes, b
u

t keep
 a clo

se eye o
n

 yo
u

r b
ox.

G
ro

w
in

g trees m
ay lo

o
sen

 m
o

u
n

ts an
d

 m
ake b

oxes less attractive to
 th

e b
ird

s.

TR
EE TR

U
N

K
S

L
ive an

d
 d

ead
 trees are su

itab
le. If b

eavers are aro
u

n
d

, d
o

n
’t p

lace n
est b

oxes

o
n

 p
op

lar o
r w

h
ite b

irch
 trees. B

eavers eat th
ese trees. A

lso
, avo

id
 p

lacin
g th

e

b
ox w

h
ere stiff

 b
ran

ch
es are clo

se to
 th

e b
ox. R

acco
o

n
s can

 clim
b

 th
ese

b
ran

ch
es an

d
 gain

 access to
 th

e b
ox.

STEEL P
O

LES
M

ake su
re th

e p
o

les are fi
xed

 so
lid

ly in
 th

e so
il o

r m
arsh

 b
o

tto
m

, to
 en

su
re

th
at th

e n
est b

oxes are stab
le. D

rill tw
o

 h
o

les in
 th

is p
o

le to
 acco

m
m

o
d

ate a

p
red

ato
r gu

ard
 (see last p

age).

B
oxes sh

o
u

ld
 b

e p
laced

 ab
o

ve typ
ical h

igh
 w

ater levels an
d

 at a h
eigh

t th
at

w
ill allow

 yo
u

 to
 access th

e b
ox fo

r m
o

n
ito

rin
g an

d
 m

ain
ten

an
ce (ab

o
u

t 4

to
 6

 feet ab
o

ve lan
d

 o
r w

ater). In
 term

s o
f d

istan
ce in

lan
d

, try to
 keep

 yo
u

r

b
ox clo

se to
 th

e w
ater.

C
lear an

 u
n

o
b

stru
cted

 fl
igh

t p
ath

 to
 yo

u
r n

est b
ox b
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e b
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e d
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o
u

n
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u

m
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 d
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an

ce

o
r clo

se to
 o

th
er n

est b
oxes.
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