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Georgia brings home 19 National Winners from 
historical 91st National FFA Convention
INDIANAPOLIS – The Georgia FFA Association’s trip to the 91st National FFA Convention was highlighted by 19 national winners and the retirement of Ian Bennett from Valdosta, as National FFA Vice President. Among Georgia’s national winners were a Career Development Event (CDE) winner, nine national proficiency award winners, six national Agriscience Fair winners, the nation’s Outstanding Middle School chapter, the nation’s Outstanding Middle School chapter, the winner of the National FFA Talent contest and the winner of the National FFA Hall of States competition. The convention was highlighted by a concert from Garth Brooks and keynote address from President of the United States, Donald J. Trump.
Ian Bennett, a member of the Lowndes County FFA chapter, served as the 2017-2018 National FFA Southern Region Vice President. Bennett took a one-year leave of absence from the University of Georgia, where he is a junior studying Agriscience & Environmental Systems, to travel more than 100,000 miles across the United States and to Japan serving as an ambassador for agricultural education and the FFA. Bennett was the 17th Georgian to serve as a National FFA Officer. His agricultural education teachers are Dr. James Corbett and Mr. Quinton Hadsock; and he is the son of Marshall and Marybeth Bennett of Valdosta.

Career Development Events (CDEs) are team and individual competitive events designed to test student’s technical knowledge and ability in a variety of agricultural and leadership areas. Georgia’s national CDE champions include the Bleckley County FFA (Agricultural Technology and Mechanical Systems). Seth DuBois (7th place individual), Tucker Felkins, Louie Lumley (3rd place individual) and Jacob Smith comprised the team from the Bleckley County chapter that bested 38 other teams to win the national Agricultural Technology & Mechanical Systems CDE. The team’s advisor and agricultural education teacher is Dr. Walt Parks.

The West Jackson Middle School FFA chapter was named the nation’s Outstanding Middle School chapter as part of the National Chapter Award program. West Jackson Middle was one of five national finalists for the award, including Bonaire Middle, Franklin County Middle, and Jefferson Middle, all of Georgia. Each finalist chapter had two students make a presentation explaining their chapter’s activities in the Growing Leaders, Building Communities, and Strengthening Agriculture portions of the FFA Program of Activities. The agricultural education teacher and FFA Advisor at West Jackson Middle is Ms. Kasey Moody. This marks the second consecutive year, and third overall, that the West Jackson Middle FFA chapter has earned this honor.

Rhine Brady of White County (Equine Science – Entrepreneurship), Chase Burdette of Madison County (Agricultural Mechanics Design & Fabrication); Garrett Griner of Colquitt County (Wildlife Production & Management); Curtis Jackson of Jones County (Forest Management); William Kellum of Jefferson (Landscape Management); Isaac Lanier of Berrien County (Vegetable Production); Grace McClain of Habersham County (Food Science & Technology), Brentley Odom of Thomas County Central (Environmental/Natural Resource Management), and Kirei Parks of Tift County (Nursery Operations) were each named national FFA proficiency award winners for the success they earned in their Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) programs. Only four students from across the nation are named National Finalists in each of the 47 proficiency areas. Georgia led the nation with 25 national proficiency award finalists. 
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Georgia FFA’s six winners in the national Agriscience Fair included Ella Barkdoll and Emma McElhannon of the Hilsman Middle FFA (Animal Systems – Division 2); Hogan Smith of the Sonaraville FFA (Environmental/Natural Resources – Division 3), Zachary Daw (Food Products & Processing – Division 3), Annalies & Brooklyn Carr of the Sonoraville FFA (Food Products & Processing – Division 6), Canyon Randall & Alexander Turner of the Franklin County Middle FFA (Power, Structure & Technology – Division 2), and James Jones & Madison Webb of the Lowndes County FFA (Power, Structure & Technology – Division 4)

The Paulding County FFA was named the national winner of the 2018 National FFA Convention Hall of States competition. The Paulding County chapter, whose advisors are Mrs. Maggie Richards and Mr. Tom Liles, constructed a displayed that featured agriculture in Georgia as the theme for their booth. Their display was featured in the Expo portion of the Convention. 

Emma Long of the Pickens County FFA chapter was named the winner of the National FFA Convention Talent contest. Emma performed both original and cover songs during the convention. She sang, played guitar and keyboard. Emma is the daughter of Greg and Ann Long, and her FFA advisors are Mr. Jason Cantrell and Ms. Cassidy Byess.

Georgia also earned eight additional top-5 finishes in national FFA Career Development Events at the Convention.  Georgia’s CDE success included the teams from Cambridge placing 2nd in Horse Evaluation and 3rd in Agricultural Communications, Pelham placing 3rd in Floriculture, Wheeler County placing 3rd in Forestry, Colquitt County placing 4th in both Agricultural Sales and Marketing Plan, Houston County placing 4th in Dairy Evaluation and Brantley County placing 5th in Poultry Evaluation. Georgia had entries in 23 national CDEs and finished in the top ten in 13 of the events. 
Twenty-three Georgia FFA chapters received a national 3-Star ranking, the highest ranking offered in the National Chapter Award program. Those chapters included Apalachee (Barrow County), Bonaire Middle (Houston County), Cambridge (Alpharetta), Creekview (Cherokee County), Eastside (Newton County), Franklin County Middle, Islands (Savannah), Jackson County, Jeff Davis, Jefferson Middle, Jones County, Madison County Middle, Newton College & Career Academy, North Oconee (Oconee County), Pelham, Pike County, Rome Middle, Screven County High, Screven County Middle, Southeast Bulloch, Stockbridge (Henry County), West Jackson Middle and Winder-Barrow. Cambridge and Pike County were named National Finalists (top 10) in both the Models of Excellence award area. 
Seven Georgians were recognized for their support of agricultural education and the FFA as part of the Convention. Mr. Josh Allen (Bishop), Mr. Chip Blalock (Moultrie), Mr. Mike Bushey (Ellijay), Ms. Lynne Cook (Tifton), Mr. Johnny Jones (Lyons), Mr. John Seginak (Comer) and Mr. Andy TenHuisen (Waynesboro) each received the Honorary American FFA Degree for the contribution that they make to the agricultural education program and FFA. 
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One hundred and thirty four Georgia FFA members received the prestigious American FFA Degree, the highest degree offered to an active FFA member. These students spent years developing their Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) programs to reach this honor. This is the largest class of American Degree recipients in the history of Georgia FFA. Those receiving the honor include Victoria Soloman (Atkinson County); Josh Thrift (Bacon County); Tucker Carlan (Banks County); Reese Johnson, Isaac Lanier and Hannah Exum (Berrien County); Taylor Shane Harrell and Jonathan Wesley Leatherwood (Bleckley County); Carter Lynn Gill, Samantha Keserauskis and Caleb Lee (Brantley County); Alyssa Rauton (Burke County); Briah Inanna-Melchezzadeck-Thompson-Carter and Natalie Stanley (Cedar Shoals); Mitchell Shane Anderson, William Drumm, Caleb Hogan, Hunter James Walker, and Jacob Wilbanks (Central of Carroll); Cason Kirkland (Coffee County); Morgan Hart, Danyela Salas, and Elizabeth Beacham (Colquitt County); Mackenzie Wiggins (Cook County); James Lee Martin and Hannah Cheek (Cross Creek); Tyler Margita (Dawson County); Will Winkler (Early County); Carlie Howington and Lexie Reynolds (East Jackson); DJ Dobbs, Noah Malcom, and Shelby Martin (Eastside); Trent Dickerson (Effingham County); Tanya Ashley Anderson (Elbert County); Seth Davis (Fannin County); Haden Ariail, Keri Baskins, Kylie Bruce, Halie Godwin, Alex McDuffie, William Mitchell, Jade Randall, Sloan Rowland, Joshua Tompkins, Thomas Waldrop and Chelsea Yearwood (Franklin County); Allison Simpson (Golden Isles Career Academy); Garrett M. Dodd (Gordon Central); Dalton Green (Gordon Lee); Leanne Chafin (Hart County); Rachel Dyer, Luke Fomby, and Cody Yates (Heard County); Reagan Dyer and Jacob Cole Lowery (Heritage); Jessica R. Casaday (Jackson County); Elijah Smallwood and Cody W. Sparks (Jasper County); Courtney Perry, Deanna Wasdin and Wyatt Williams (Jeff Davis); Madison M. Abbs, Madison J. Bell, and Whitley Dale (Jefferson City); Monta Ann Hicks and Patrick Daniel Doyle (LaFayette); Morgan S. Johnston and Willie Sizemore (Lee County); Jordan McCulloch and Robert W. Prater (Locust Grove); Sarah Ruth Wills (Loganville); Madison L. Smith (Long County); Hunter Corbett and Landon Herring (Lowndes County); Sydney Arnold, Sarah Spradlin, Makayla West and Travisa Wymbs (Madison County); Preston Clenney and Sydney Thomas (Miller County); Annalyn Butler, Allison Hawk, Tyler L. Finch, and Jay Moon (Morgan County); Sara Brackin, Emma Bryant, Clay Tyler Marlowe, Daniel Phillips, Breeona Sheedy and Kayla M. Stone (Newton College & Career Academy); Tyler Cleary (Newton County); Taylor Phillips (North Forsyth); Ashley Bennett and Christopher Lee (North Hall); Will Boatwright and Colleen Weynand (North Oconee); Megan Lea Parker and Autumn Lankford (Northwest Whitfield); Peyton E. Mattox (Oglethorpe County); Jamie Worsley (Pataula Charter); Kaitlin N. Gaskin and Meredith P. Hornbuckle (Paulding County); Skylar Mizell and Lizzi Neal (Perry); Kristian N. Aultman (Pierce County); Jonathan C. Atkinson, Gavin Landin, William Blake Miller, Katibeth Mims, Bradley Riley, Alex L. Whitaker, Jack L. Williams, and James H. Womble (Seminole County); Makayla Holmes and Alyssa Owens (Sonoraville); Levi Nicholson (Stephens County); Nicole Bridges (Thomson); Jeffery E. Banda, Tania Bautista, Kirei Parks, Sheila N. Santos (Tift County); Chasity C. Denmark, Stormy Knight and Jackie Swaringim (Toombs County); Justin W. McCray (Towns County); Madison Lee Smith, Rachel Hudspeth and Ashley Derr (Veterans); Courtney A. Barber (Ware County); Ethan Holton (Washington-Wilkes); Eliza Drew Willingham (Wilcox County); Ashley C. Burton and Kristen Stinchcomb (Winder-Barrow).

Three Georgia FFA members earned the opportunity to perform their musical talents at the National FFA Convention. Emma Long (Pickens County) was each selected to perform in the Talent program; while Grace Fabio (Cambridge) and Hannah Williams performed in the National FFA Chorus. 

The Georgia FFA Association was recognized as a membership growth state. This marks the 20th consecutive year that the Georgia FFA has increased in FFA membership. Georgia was represented in Indianapolis by 26 official voting delegates, and more than 1,500 local FFA members, advisors and Alumni from across the state. 
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More than 66,000 FFA members, advisors and guests attended the 91st National FFA Convention. The theme for the convention was Just One. A complete set of results and a variety of highlights from the 90th National FFA Convention can be found at http://www.georgiaffa.org/page.aspx?ID=47.    
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